29.08.2010
Dear Mr. Barenboim,

We are Israelis and other Jews living in the diaspora, who would like to bring to your attention Firas Maraghy’s
hunger strike by the Israeli Embassy in Berlin, which is entering its sixth week.

Firas Maraghy is a native of Silwan in East Jerusalem, he is married to a German citizen, and they have an
eight month old daughter. He is asking for the basic right to register his marriage and his daughter in his travel
document (laissez-passer), a right that the discriminatory laws of Israel deny him and thousands of other
Palestinians from East Jerusalem.

Mr. Maraghy has been in Berlin since 2007 and has been told he must return to East Jerusalem in May 2011
for at least eighteen months, in order to keep his right to reside in the place where he and his family have lived
for over 150 years. It is an exception even by the discriminatory Israeli law which revokes the Palestinians’
residency rights in East Jerusalem after an absence of seven years.

The refusal of the Israeli Embassy in Berlin as well as of the authorities in Jerusalem to recognize his marriage
and to register his daughter will prevent his wife and daughter from joining him when he returns to Jerusalem.
Israel puts him in an the inhumane position of having to choose between his family in Berlin and his family in
his homeland, a choice that Jews, even those born and living outside Israel, never have to face because of the
1950 Israeli Law of Return. This is why Mr. Maraghy could see no alternative but to protest with a hunger strike
in front of the Israeli Embassy.

We, Jews with full rights, are joining him in his protest and approaching you because of your actions for
dialogue and justice in the Middle East. We understand you are currently on tour in South America with the
Divan Orchestra, which has become a symbol for dialogue and coexistence in the Middle East. We would like
to extend our best wishes to you and the orchestra, and hope you might find a way to express solidarity with
Firas Maraghy and the Palestinian people in East Jerusalem.

Attached is an article from the Stiddeutsche Zeitung regarding Firas’s case. A short video at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=099QSUJkWPo shows him explaining his case in the context of East
Jerusalem.
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